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Amaryllis

Resource: UMN Extension

Amaryllis may be purchased as bare or planted bulbs, and are prized for their exotic trumpet-
shaped flowers born on 1- to 2-foot leafless stalks or scapes. They add dramatic color to homes
and gardens and make wonderful gifts to gardeners from beginners to experts.

Amaryllis flowers range from 4 to 10 inches in size and can be either single or double in form.
While the most popular colors are red and white, flowers may also be pink, salmon, apricot, rose
or deep burgundy. Some varieties are bicolor such as purple and green, or picotee (having petals
with a different edge color).

Selecting Bulbs:

Select the largest bulbs available for the desired plant variety as they will produce more
stalks and blooms in the first year. The larger the bulb, the more flowers it will have.
Bulbs should be firm and dry with no signs of mold, decay or injury.

It is common to see new growth (leaves, buds) emerging from bare or planted bulbs.
Choose bulbs with bright green new growth and without spots or visible damage.

Some bulbs may have an offshoot growing from its base. This will eventually grow into a
new bulb and can be removed and planted separately.

Planting:

Amaryllis grow best in narrow containers. Containers may be made of plastic, metal, ceramic
or terracotta.

Bulbs should be firm and dry with no signs of mold, decay or injury.

Select a container that has one or more holes in the bottom and drains easily.

Good drainage will minimize the chance of bulb or root rot (rotting from excess moisture).
The diameter of the pot should be about 1 inch wider than the widest part of the bulb and
twice as tall as the bulb to allow space for good root development.

Fill the pot about half full with sterile, new potting soil high in organic matter such as peat
MOoSS.

Set the bulb in the pot so the roots rest on the potting soil.

The bulb should sit up above the edge of the container.

Add more soil, tapping it down around the bulb, until one-third to one-half of the bulb
remains visible.

Firm the potting medium around the bulb.

Set the pot in a sink where it can drain freely and water until the potting soil is thoroughly
moist. Allow to drain completely.

Set the pot on a saucer and place in a sunny window.



Caring for Bulbs:

« Water the plant when the top 2 inches of soil feels dry, allowing the container to drain
freely each time.

e Do not let the plant sit in water as wet soil can promote bulb and root rot and attract pests.

o Fertilize amaryllis each time you water at half the recommended strength when new
growth is visible (including on newly purchased bulbs).

« To promote blooming, use a houseplant fertilizer with a high phosphorus content.

After Flowering Care:

The secret to keeping amaryllis thriving for years is to keep the plants actively growing
AFTER they have finished blooming.

o After the flowers have faded, cut them off to prevent seed formation. Seed formation will
deplete important energy reserves in the bulb and reduce blooming.

e Do not remove the flower stalk until it has turned yellow.

« A green stem will continue to promote photosynthesis, which creates energy that is stored
in the bulb for future leaf growth and flowers.

o If the bulb does not produce a flowering stalk in the next blooming period, it is likely that
has not stored enough nutrients during the post-blooming period.

o Keeping the plant healthy and growing will promote blooming.

o After your plant has finished blooming, place it in the sunniest possible location indoors. It
will continue to grow long, smooth leaves. These leaves will promote photosynthesis.

o Continue to water and fertilize the plant regularly with an all-purpose houseplant plant
fertilizer.

Control Blooming:

Unlike some other bulbs, amaryllis do not require a rest or dormant period. They will bloom again
if allowed to continue to grow. But bloom time can be controlled by allowing the bulb go dormant
(stop growing) for a period of time. During this resting period (dormancy), plants use very little of
their energy reserves.

« After bringing the potted amaryllis indoors, store the potted plant in a cool, dry, dark
location such as a basement or closet.
The temperature should be around 50-60 degrees.
Let the leaves become brown and dry before cutting them off.
Leave the potted bulb in the dark for 8 to 12 weeks. Do not water during this time.
Inspect the bulb periodically for mold or mildew. If found, treat with a fungicide or consider
throwing away the bulb.
o If new growth appears during this time, remove the potted bulb from the dark location and
place in a sunny window. Trim off any dead leaves.
o |If after 8 to 12 weeks, no new growth has appeared, remove the potted bulb from the dark
and place in a sunny location.
« Water and fertilize as noted above in After-flowering care.
o This process will force the plant to bloom providing the bulb has sufficient energy to
produce a flower stalk.
o Usually, one or more flower stalks appear first, but occasionally they are preceded
by leaves.
o Flowers usually develop in about 4 to 6 weeks from dormant bulbs.



